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Characteristic of religion in Japan
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Because the Japanese islands are surrounded by sea, they tend to be
thought to have traces of gradual acculturation, differing from the continental
area where so many ethnic groups live near each other. But they took in various
religious culture to be connected with the world through the vast sea.

From the end of the Yayoi period to the Kofun period, "Shinto" had
supported the process of forming a nation. The base of "Shinto" are simple
human feelings such as the awe for existence of souls and work of deities. Many
mirrors and ironwares devoted to Shinto originate in the continent of China or
the Korean peninsula. Later, Buddhism was introduced into Japan, therefore the
faith in the deities of Japan that had no doctrine and scripture was gradually
theorized, and assimilated into a new formed system of worshipping deities and
Buddha.

Thus it can be said that many deities and religions of inside and outside,
gently living next to each other, is natural religious characteristic of the people
of the islands. Today’s Japanese people even include habits based on Christian
culture into their annual events, but it is not an unnatural thing reviewing the
historical background.
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Form of primitive faith

The Japanese islands being rich in nature
have been unusual region worldwidely because
of making earthenware without the transition to
agricultural society. Daily necessity, Jomon
pottery carved rich figure would reflect the idea
of people who boil the life of plants and animals
in the pottery and eat them and keep their life.
Clay figure represented plump breast, Stone bar
recalled standing pennis, both must have been
the symbol for their vitality.

On th other hand, enter the Yayoi period,
rice growing agriculture gradually spread and
the festival conformed with farming calendar
was held. Besides, bronze mirrors which would
be given from Han dynasty, and bronze
implement of weapon form which would be
introduced Japan through Korea, were used as
burial goods of a tomb of king in Northern
Kyusyu. Though same bronze implement, the
bronze implement of weapon form and the
bronze bell excavated from various areas in
western Japan to Tokai or Chubu area were not
devoted to particular head but used as ritual
article of their community.
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Stone bar, The find site is unkown
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Dogu (clay figurine) with the goggle-eyed,
Excavated from Tohoku region
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Ware, Excavated from Higashizaike, Akita
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Ware, The find site is unkown
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5. SR A

Doken (bronze sword), The
find site is unkown

6. g AR

Dohoko (bronze halberd),
The find site is unkown
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Doka(bronze sword), The find site is
unkown
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8. Ak MitHARE

Sekka (stone sword), The find site is
unkown
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9. SHFE fREEEAAEINT

Dotaku (bell-shaped bronze), Excavated
from Oiwayama, Shiga
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Triangular-rimmed Mirror with

divinity and animal design, The
find site is unkown
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Shinto and Syncretization of Shinto with Buddhism

Enter the Kofun period corresponded with the formative period of Japanese nation, with appearance and
spreading of large keyhole-shaped tomb mound, the ritual goods of festival that held its own formerly began to
be unified. At this period, the latest and highest grade goods to the people of the day, such as mirror, iron
weapon, fabric devoted to deities or buried person, were fixed through the improved religious ritual in the
Ritsuryo period. And the goods succeed to contemporary Shinto shrine's sacred treasure and offering. In other
words, Japanese original faith "Shinto" was made their primitive form by religious phenomenon which could be
said "Syneretization of pre-Shintos".

In the beginning of Buddhism's introduction, even the distinction of deities and Buddha was not clear and
besides Buddha was called foreign god. But enter the Nara period, Japanese deities began to convert to
Buddhism and be regarded as Goho-Zenj in who protects a teaching of Buddha. After the Heian period, Honji-
suijaku setsu, the theory that deity was regarded as the embodiment of Buddha, spread out. Until the first year
of the Meiji period when the separation of Buddhism and Shinto was done thoroughly, both of them had been
inseparable relation.

11. StiEy s Eer LEp T+
Saishi (religious service) vestige, Excavated from Tatehokoyama site, Fukushima
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AR
B e R B

AR S & P 2 0 T REB IS ~ DA ERE L Tu o 8- S8 - iR B, 2 oRE\EO LA T
b5, WILBEBIF TR, INLDOWRZDLDHPHET 6 N2 LRI, APLETE- MOBER b2 6 hi,
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12. SEiEY)  HRGEPAUR SR R CHE st

Saishi (religious service) vestige, Excavated from Izumihama site, Tokyo
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Hachiryokyo (eight-lobed bronze mirror) ,
Excavated from Kinpusen sutra mound, Nara
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Votive plaque
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15. BHig - pig
Statues of male and female deities
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Picture of Hachiman as a Buddhist monk
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17. ¥ Kesbiaote

Kitano Tenjin Engi (legends about the origin of Kitano Tenjin Shrine)
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Introduction of Christianity
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Christianity born in Europe started to expand in the non-Europe area. It
spread out rapidly with the colonial policy of Western countries. For the
example many icons were made in the Philippines. These icons were objects of
faith, and also instruments of mission. The people who made icons not only
understood Christian doctrine but also intended to support the mission
effectively with visual images. It was Francisco Xavier who came from India to
introduce Christianity into Japan. He arrived at Kagoshima in 1549 and then
went through Hirado and Yamaguchi, and finally to Kyoto. Since then many
other missionaries visited Japan. Their missions resulted in many new
Christians and became very popular alongside the Namban culture. However
Christianity lost brightness under the ban on Christianity by the Shogunate of
Edo. Many Japanese Christians were killed under harsh suppression. Only the
Dutch and the Chinese that were allowed to trade, could stay in Japan under
this conditions of the ban on Christianity. As a result, the history of Christianity
in Japan was brilliant during a short period. Later “the time of shadow”, the
hard and dark time lasted for a long time.
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Christianity spreading to Asian area

The icon symbolizes the reception of Christianity. Icon means “image” and “figure” in greek. The icon for
prayer was made as “thing that guides the people as a visible thing, through invisible things (the divine world)”.
While Christianity spread out in the East, first missionaries tried to understand the local culture. For example in
the Philippines, there was an original faith in natural and ancestral spirits, and mission was developed with an
understanding of this traditional faith. Icons were made by professional paiters, religious people or laymen for
that means. Painting an icon often helped to understand Christian doctrines. Thus while spreading out
Christianity, the icon reflected how it was received.
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Old Testament Trinity
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Assumption of the Virgin Mary
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Immaculate Conception

TR AR AL

18fifd 7 4 Y € v
VR BE R e

HORTHE =Y 7ORMEERTELED O LOH[E
FEOHEY I TH2, =V TWREELZSLTHT v+
DN -T2 E LT, BX@wFshturik, #
MYy 2 DOHFEE L TRISSAFCIERIZED LN, 74
VEUDEFEEARL YTl e v 2w FE
Tholz, AERBEIFLARIRM-bIzZ2 60T
HHOLECAELTES2= Y 7ORFRISINT VS,
(%

22. SFBUESCH

Porcelain of Keikyo priest
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Statue of St. Francisco Xavier
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Faith of Christianity

After Francisco Xavier introduced Christianity, with effect of Namban trade, Christianity spread rapidly
and was generally accepted. After the example the Christian feudal lord who himself had been baptized, many
Christians followed. Christians started making crosses, medals, and so on and they regarded them as a support
in their mind. Christians who resisted the army of the Shogunate at Shimabara-Amakusa Rebellion were making
them in Hara Castle, where they were besieged. The fact has come to light as a result of excavation of Hara
Castle. Besides, their faith was kept in secret under the ban placed on Christianity.
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Medal
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Rosary
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Small statue of Mary Kannon
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Magic mirror
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Term of prohibiting Christianity

After Shimabara-Amakusa Rebellion, the Japanese policy of ban on Christianity had become much harder.
Japan reforming their national administration into ban on Christianity practiced Christian suppression under the
thorough religion control. The system of registration at Buddhist temple and making documents with the name
of apostates showed this fact accurately. Besides Fumie (loyalty test) was practiced in Kyushu feudal domains.
The snogunate feared the possibility of introducing Christianity. Therefore they regarded Nagasaki as trde city
and carried out the policy of segregation forcing the Dutch to stay in Dejima, the Chinese in Tojin yashiki.
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Documents with history of the ban on
Christianity
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34. REHGEL

Amakusagunki
(Records of Amakusa - Shimabara Rebellion)
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Proclamation banning Christianity
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37. SRS SR
Documents with the name of apostates
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Documents with the investigation of
apostates living in the domain of Goto
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Religious census certificates
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Map of Dejima
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Small wall hanging of a Dutch
made of lacquer
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Records of Chinese custom and
culture
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Document with a blood seal
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Modern state and religious policy
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B A AR A AT R A AR AT LIRS B TR A IR HO R, Y
OB INY AU AR JE B A AL TR AR I8 R S AR SR TR X AR AL T
ARHOBORTT 10 H A B IR R AE S B2 AE 18734 (WA 64F ) K HpEA 5 i
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As Japan was under national seclusion, the turning point was the arrival of
the American East India Squadron, led by Perry. He brought President
Fillmore's letter and demanded the opening of Japan. As a result Japan
concluded the treaty of Peace and Amity with the United States, futhermore the
treaty of Amity and Commerce with the United States, Great Britian, France,
Russia and the Netherlands was settled in 1858. In response to past repeated
demands for the Lifting of the Prohibition against Christianity, the construction
of chapels and the abolition of Fumie were included in the treaty. But the
Prohibition of Christianity still continued for the Japanese, and only ended in
1873 with the clearance of the notice board prohibiting the Christian faith. After
that foreign missionaries started coming to Japan, and Christianity spread out in
Japan. Furthermore, while Japan sought the improvement of educational
institutions the religious education also started. In modern Japan, a lot of
educational institutions based on the religion were founded. But in these
institutions both religious education and student education were sometimes
influenced by the social situation of that time.

In the Shinto, a Shinto shrine was placed in ‘ritual fundaments of the state”
and was considered secular. On the other hand, institutions that play the role of
training of Shinto priest and study of Japanese culture were founded, and the
educational activity for preservation and spread of traditional culture was developed.
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Five Nations Treaty of Ansei (copy)
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Picture of Putyatin meeting
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Records written concerning events with America
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Proclamation banning
Christianity
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49. HRERRIER IR H
Documents of seaching christian's domiciles
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bNbo Lol FAlFRIRAICETEL, HIIERSCREFICESRHROHEHUF R ZREIN T Vo,

COXSREROH T, EMZFHIEL M2 BT 5700 BIR15(1882) G Ic B HUGEIERT MRS SN 7o 52 - EST -
Ez Bz 28I e L <. B11R23(1890) 4 ic B HLEEFERT 2SO L 7c BIERBE I3 RIE9 (1920) SRICRFAFRF LA oTco

—7\ BEHEEER T SENCREI N AT 72 MEFERERTIH LT, KIE5(1916) FFIC P ¥R (XAl S 7
7o 2Dty KIE10(1921) FFICHEFTHRAALU D EHEFLT AR T b iv, BEFI24 (1949) SFICEHFHIRFEORE % B 7o

Religious policy and religious education

Entering into the Meiji period, Shinto was regarded as "ritual fundaments of the state ". But religious
teaching was gradually separated from rituals, and from the study and education of Japanese classics. When a
foreigner was permitted to stay anywhere in Japan in 1899, the religious education in the regular school was
forbidden under the 12™ Instruction of the Ministry of education. However, while this instruction became
gradually a dead letter, a lot of higher education facilities, based on the Professional School Act and the
University Ordinance, started founding.

In such a background, Kotenkokyusho (Institute for the study of Japanese classics) was founded for the
study of National classics and the training of Shinto priest in 1882. This institute established Kokugakuin as the
educational institution to teach Japanese history, Japanese literature and Japanese law in 1890. Kokugakuin was
changed to University in 1920.

On the other hand, Seinan Gakuin started as Fukuoka Baptist Seminary, training school of missionary in
1916. High school, corresponded to professional school, was installed in 1921 and University was established in

1949.
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Drafts of lecture in Kotenkokyusho
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Documents of lecture in
Kotenkokyusho
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Photo of the graduation ceremony in Kokugakuin
FE s — w4 I

Ii:26 (1893) 47
B2 e R S

BIEApE D i — A I BTR26 (1893) 4 7 H 7 Rz it a v, 3642 43 Lo, g @iy iR A A Be & (5 2 41 h e A7)
ORFFIEC & b, BREILTFREG D%, FEEBNOMBIEGI (%, HFEFH - BRI, SHERRRIILEH» 6 2 AH)
WERFRR N, & FERSCGERESFOHE Y & v, LA RROEYH - ARERDFHRIC Y7 6 AJEEH (G HEATA
26 5 NH)EMHIC & 28030 - Sl b e nle, B—WEL» 0, RCBERCSOCTHELHD . 0 20EECHEDS
INZES EXE i IONC YY)

— RBLRMA.ZLTHE —

47



55. RINLLHFD AFXGH

Photo of the entrance ceremony at
the time of the foundation
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Photo of the old main building of Seinan
Gakuin
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Bible (C.K.Dozier used)
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Photo of Helen Keller
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Photo of the Emperor and the Empress
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Chrysanthemum crest
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Photo of Hoansho
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Photo of the military training exercise
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